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PREFACE. 


GratirupE has been defined as a lively sense of favours to 
come, and this definition not inaptly indicates the feelings of — 
the Editor on taking up his pen to indite a few lines by way of 
Preface to the volume.for 1879. | 

Many articles of interest and value have appented during the 
past year. Capt. Feilden’s ‘Notes from an Arctic Journal,” 
commenced in the preceding volume, have been brought to a 
conclusion, and furnish an excellent resumé of the work done 
by the naturalists to the last Knglish Arctic Expedition. 
Mr. Ussher’s ‘‘ Discovery of an Ossiferous Cavern in Water- 
ford,’ and the account which he has given of the animal 
remains brought to light there, will be very acceptable to 
paleontologists. Dr. Murie’s instructive article ‘‘On Nocturnal 
Animals,” with illustrations of some of the more singular 
forms, deals with a subject not previously dwelt upon in 
this journal. On the subject of British Martens, Mr. Alston’s 
remarks (p. 441) suggest a new field of enquiry to those who 
may have opportunities of examining the skulls of any British- _ 
killed specimens; and while many other excellent papers have © 
been furnished by field naturalists of the sterner sex, Miss 
Warren has shown by her article ‘‘On the Land and Fresh- 
water Shells of Mayo and Sligo” to what good account 
ladies may turn their opportunities, if residing in the country 
and possessing a taste for Natural History. 

In a different field of research, Mr. Cornish has given the 
result of his study of a rare British Crustacean obtained on 
the coast of Cornwall, and now figured (p. 473) for the first time. 
Mr. Wolf’s charming sketch of the Woodcock and y oung (p. 433) 
for truthful delineation will commend itself alike to naturalists 
~ and sportsmen. 

Amongst the translations from foreign journals which ‘ins 
appeared in the pages of ‘ The Zoologist’ during the past year 
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that by Herr Meves, ‘On the Change of Plumage in Birds,” 
translated by Mr. Dresser (p. 81), is most suggestive, and 
is rendered all the more instructive by the two coloured plates 


of feathers (magnified) which accompany it. The interesting © 
account furnished, by the Brothers Sintenis, of the breeding of 
the Pelican in the Danube Delta supplies a blank in the history — 


of a species about whose nesting habits. very little was known. 
Nor should the remarkable discovery by Dr. Dodel-Port of the 
fertilisation of sea-weeds by Animalcule be overlooked, seeing 


that his illustrated article forms the first record of the par-— 


ticipation of animals in the fertilisation of cryptogams, and 
furnishes an interesting parallel to the relations existing between 
insects and phanerogams. 


~ But while mindful of these and other valuable communi-— 


cations received during the year, the Editor has nevertheless to 
observe with regret that ‘The Zoologist’ is not receiving, either 
from contributors or subscribers, that support which, without 
presumption, may be said to be due to a journal of such long 
standing. He has therefore earnestly to request all who feel 
interested in the study which it is the object of this journal to 
promote, to assist its circulation not only by recommending it 
to their acquaintance, but to aid his efforts by contributing 
articles to its pages. This request is made with the greater con- 
fidence because ‘The Zoologist’ is carried on by the proprietor, 
Mr. Newman,. not as a source of profit, but in the interest of 


science, and at a loss to himself; and the Editor feels assured 


that he has only to make this appeal in order to receive from the 
many readers of ‘ The Zoologist’ their hearty co-operation in the 
way which he has suggested. 

On his part he promises to do all in his power to make it an 


efficient representative of zoological science, and especially of 


that part of the science which is advanced by out-door work— 
the observation in the field of the habits of animals. In this 
department he trusts that ‘The Zoologist’ may never fall away 
from the position it has taken since its first establishment in 
1848 ; for were such to be the case it would indicate a declining 
interest in the most fascinating branch of Natural History. 


J. H. 
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Pike, Large, in Galloway, 307 
Pilchard, Large, 62 
Pilot-fish in Mount's Bay, Cornwall, 
306 
Pintail, 
Pipit, Meadow, 454 
» Rock, cd. 
» Tree, 280 
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Round-spired Coil, 29 
Slender Bubble, id. 
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» Lufescent, 26 
shining, zd. 
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of, 157 
Swan, 481 
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Thresher off the coast of Devon, $83 
Thrush, Missel, 275, 450 
Song, 276, 450 
White's, in Berwickshire, 
1338, 177; note on, 177 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

; 


xvill 


Tit, Blue, nesting in the ground, 219 
nesting on the ground, 82, 
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